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OFFICIAL  NAME:     Tennessee  Farm  Tenant  Security  Project 

LOCATION:     In  Carroll,  Crockett,  Haywood,  Shelby  and  Madison  counties, 

western  Tennessee.    Project  headquarters:  Brownsville,  Tennessee. 

HISTORY:    Begun  "by  the  Resettlement  Administration;  official  approval,  Feb- 
ruary 13,  1936.    Was  taken  over  by  the  Farm  Security  Administration 
in  1937.    At  the  beginning  of  1938,  there  were  70  farms  in  Madison, 
Carroll  and  Crockett  counties.    To  this  area  was  added  the  908 
acres  of  land,  known  as  Park  Field  in  Shelby  county.    Park  Field 
was  divided  into  12  farms.    The  Government  acquired  title  to  an 
additional  5,400  acres  of  land  in  Haywood  county  late  in  1937. 

PURPOSE  OF  PROJECT:    A  forerunner  of  the  Bankhead- Jones  Farm  Tenant  Act 

which  seeks  to  promote  farm  ownership  by  giving  tenants 
40  years  to  pay  for  a  farm  at  3  percent  interest.  The 
project  is  intended  to  relocate  low-income  and  destitute 
tenant  farmers  on  well-improved  farms.     These  farms  are 
giving  tenants  a  chance  to  earn  a  livelihood  and  raise 
their  standard  of  living.     The  project  serves  as  a 
laboratory  for  studying  ways  of  improving  the  position 
of  fane  tenants  and  shows  what  can  be  done  in  economic 
•and  social  planning  for  tenant  families. 

ECONOMIC  PLAN  OF  OPERATION:     This  scattered  agricultural  project  has  a  total 

of  142  farms  averaging  75  acres,  of  which  130 
farms  are  occupied.     The  farms  are  scattered 
throughout  well  developed  agricultural  communi- 
ties with  existing  educational,  social  and  re- 
creational facilities.    Each  farm  tenant  accepted 
on  the  project  is  given  an  operating  loan  for  the 
year.    With  this  operating  loan,  ho  buys  the  seed, 
tools  and  equipment  necessary  for  farming.  Each 
family  also  receives  guidance  in  farm  and  home 
planning  from  a  farm  management  specialist  and 
home  management  supervisor. 

In  the  three  counties  where  tenants  were  first  resettled  —  Carroll, 
Crockett  and  Madison  —  only  48  families  needed  operating  goods  loans  in 
1938.    These  averaged  $207  each,  which  was  about  40  percent  of  the  average 
loan  to  the  same  families  the  year  before. 

The  necessity  for  home  production  of  food,  feed  for  livestock,  and 
seed  for  planting  is  being  stressed.    Every  family  in  this  group  has  a 
fenced  garden,  at  least  one  brood  sow,  and  two  or  more  milk  cows.  There 
is  adequate  acreage  for  pasture.    For  home  use,   each  farm  has  a  number 
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of  fruit  trees  to  furnish  a  family  supply  of  fruit  from  May  until 
September.     Sufficient  acreage  of  corn  and  hay  crops  to  take  care 
of  feed  needs  is  planned  for  each  farm.    Only  a  small  percentage  of 
the  farmers  on  the  project  had  to  "buy  feed  for  the  making  of  the  1938 
crop.     In  1937,  their  first  year  on  the  project,  nearly  all  had  to  "buy 
their  feed  supply. 

Each  farmstead  in  this  area  costs  about  $4,000.     This  includes 
the  cost  of  land,  terracing,  dwelling,  barns,  fences,  wells,  smoke- 
houses and  other  outbuildings.    Tenants  have  40  years  in  which  to  pay 
for  the  farms,  at  3  percent  interest. 

Fifty-five  farm  units  are  being  developed  on  the  tract  of  land  in 
Haywood  county. 

Forty-one  families  have  been  accepted  for  this  area  -  -  17  white 
and  24  Negro.    The  remaining  units  will  be  open  to  Negro  families.  The 
majority  of  the  accepted  families  were  formerly  sharecroppers.  Practi- 
cally all  received  rural  rehabilitation  loans  in  1938,  and    all  except 
two  families,  paid  100  percent  or  more  of  the  amount  due  on  their  loans 
in  1938.     Since  most  of  these  families  had  worked  only  in  cotton,  the 
adjustment  to  raising  food  and  feed  crops  is  being  made  gradually,  with 
careful  guidance. 

Cash  income  will  be  derived  from  the  growing  of  strawberries,  sweet 
potatoes,  tomatoes,  beans  and  other  truck  crops. 

With  the  cooperation  of  the  local  County  Board  of  Education,  an 
addition  to  the  school  for  the  children  of  white  families  is  being 
built  and  a  six- room  school  with  an  auditorium  is  being  built  for  the 
colored  community. 

HOME STEADIES:  White  and  Negro  families  chosen  for  the  project  are  selected 
in  the  same  ratio  as  the  two  races  occupy  in  the  farm  tenant 
population  of  the  area.  These  families  have  previously  been 
subject  to  the  instability  of  the  farm  tenant  system  with 
its  low-scale  of  living,  hand-to-mouth  existence,  poor  hous- 
ing and  generally  unstable  conditions. 
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